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IRA’s recent decision to lay down their
weapons and pursue exclusively peace-
ful means toward the goal of a united
Ireland is yet another hopeful sign.

However there still remains much to
be done. The Good Friday agreement
must be implemented in full. Any at-
tempt to walk away from the institu-
tions set forth in the agreement or sub-
stitute them with something less is a
mistake. It is designed to placate ex-
tremists who want to fight progress
and maintain their superiority. This
simply cannot be allowed to stand.

Responsible leaders on all sides and
on all parties must recognize that a
quality in progress is inevitable and
give the people of Northern Ireland the
democracy that they deserve now.

Madam Speaker, I have consistently
called for the full implementation of
the Patten recommendations on polic-
ing because I believe true peace cannot
exist without justice. This will not
happen until there is a fair and impar-
tial police service representative of all
the communities in the North.

A dismantling of the British war ma-
chine in towns like South Armagh and
Crosmaglen need to happen now so that
residents there can live in peace and
without fear of violence from a govern-
ment supposedly there to protect them.

With a history of collusion between
the RUC and loyalists paramilitaries, a
full, complete and independent inquiry
must also be done into if death of Pat
Finucan, murdered by paramilitaries in
front of his young family.

Madam Speaker, 25 years ago, as
Bobby Sands sat in his cell on a hunger
strike, he wrote in his diary, and I
quote, if they aren’t able to destroy the
desire for freedom, they won’t break
you. They won’t break me, because the
desire for freedom and the freedom of
the Irish people is in my heart. The day
will dawn when all the people of Ire-
land will have the desire for freedom to
show.

Madam Speaker, the British and
Irish governments must recognize that
the desire for freedom is as strong
today as it ever was, and it will not be
destroyed. The historic moves by the
IRA and the electoral gains made by
Sinn Fein are evidence of this desire.
People will simply not tolerate a re-
turn to the conditions that have
plagued the North for so many years.

——————

PROTECTING THE CROWN JEWEL
OF AMERICA’S SPACE PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, last
week was one of extraordinary triumph
for the Nation’s space program. On
Thursday, NASA announced that the
Cassini spacecraft may have found evi-
dence of liquid water reservoirs that
erupt in Yellowstone-Like geysers on
Saturn’s moon Enceladus. This stun-
ning announcement was followed the
next day by the successful orbital in-
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sertion of the Mars Reconnaissance Or-
biter around the Red Planet.

I stand before the House today to cel-
ebrate these incredible technological
achievements and wondrous scientific
discoveries, but most of all, to honor
those who made it possible, the men
and women of the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory in Pasadena, California.

JPL, which is managed for NASA by
the California Institute of Technology,
has designed, built and controlled
many of America’s most successful un-
manned space craft. JPL has pioneered
our exploration of space from Explorer
1, America’s first satellite, to Ranger
and Surveyor craft that paved the way
for Apollo to the Voyager spacecraft
that explore the outer planets and are
still continuing to send back data even
as they leave our solar system.

JPL missions have increased our
comprehension beyond anything even
contemplated half a century ago. Every
American space probe that has visited
another body our solar system was
managed by JPL. Through the wonders
of technology, we have circled Jupiter
with Galileo, sampled a comet with
Stardust and rolled across the surface
of Mars with spirit and opportunity.
Cassini, which has been orbiting Sat-
urn for just over 18 months, has trans-
mitted stunning photographs and in-
valuable data on Saturn and its moons,
while the Mar’s Reconnaissance Or-
biter, which will begin its science mis-
sion later this year, is expected to
transmit more information about Mars
than all of our previous Mars missions
combined.
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JPL’s spectacular missions have not
only brought us incalculable scientific
data; they have also sustained Ameri-
can’s interest in space flight, espe-
cially the Mars missions.

Now, as NASA prepares to accelerate
the development of the Crew Explo-
ration Vehicle and moves forward with
plans to return humans to the Moon,
the space agency and Congress must
take care to continue to provide ade-
quate resources to support the robotic
exploration of space that is JPL’s spe-
cialty.

Over the past months, NASA has
worked to put into place a comprehen-
sive program aimed at realizing the
President’s goal of landing an Amer-
ican on Mars. This is an ambitious and
worthy goal, but the technological and
physiological challenges, not to men-
tion the cost, mean that it may be dec-
ades before an American walks on the
Martian surface.

In the interim, we can continue to
explore the Red Planet and our neigh-
bors with relatively inexpensive probes
that are better equipped than humans
to survive the extreme hardship of
long-duration space travel.

Madam Speaker, as we consider the
future of our space program, I urge
NASA and my colleagues not to de-
prive JPL, one of the crown jewels of
American science and technology, of
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adequate resources. The Mars program
is one of the centerpieces of JPL’s
focus and the lab has several exciting
missions planned for the next couple
decades.

But even as JPL unlocks the secrets
of our planetary neighbors, it is poised
to begin an ambitious search for habit-
able worlds around the stars, a search
that will help to answer one of
humankind’s oldest questions: Are we
alone in the universe?

SIM PlanetQuest scheduled for
launch in the middle of the next decade
will precisely determine the distances
to stars throughout our galaxy and will
probe nearby stars for Earth-sized
planets. SIM will open a window to a
new world of discoveries.

The Mars program and SIM
PlanetQuest are ambitious and re-
source-intensive missions with Ilong
lead times. JPL has also been a leading
NASA center for the Explorer that in
the past has offered opportunities to
carry out small and medium-sized mis-
sions that can be developed and
launched in a short timeframe.

The Explorer program engages aca-
demia, industry, NASA centers and
government labs in strong partnerships
that provide young engineers, sci-
entists, and managers the opportunity
to develop and gain valuable experi-
ence on missions from inception to
launch.

Unfortunately, as a result of budget
cuts over the last few years, this im-
portant program is quietly being
phased out. But I believe that we must
consider the significant and damaging
effect this will have on NASA’s sci-
entific and technological program.

I am especially concerned about the
recent decision to terminate the
NuSTAR mission before its interim
confirmation review. This action will
have permanent damaging con-
sequences as it is causing the scientific
community as well as industry to ques-
tion the reliability of NASA as a part-
ner and the wisdom of investing inter-
nal resources in the proposal develop-
ment process.

The termination calls NASA’s com-
mitment to the peer review selection
process into serious question and illus-
trates, in my view, a lack of apprecia-
tion of the serious investment made by
the team at NASA to date.

While | understand that NASA is facing dif-
ficult budgetary decisions, the priorities must
be set, it would be a severe blow to NASA
science to allow such a low-cost, productive,
and unique program like Explorers to be so
severely cut. In particular the unprecedented
action taken with NuSTAR will have lasting
consequences for all future competed mis-
sions.

Madam Speaker, the decisions we make
this year will have profound implications for
the future of America’s space program. Even
as we celebrate JPL’s most recent successes,
| urge NASA and my colleagues to work to en-
sure JPL’s leadership in exploring our solar
system and the Universe beyond.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.

DRAKE). Under a previous order of the
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House, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO ALTER-
NATIVE SPRING BREAK GULF
TRIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I am
taping or putting up here a Web site
that will help to pay tribute to over 200
students, professors, and other citizens
from Ohio’s universities, schools, and
just citizens interested who traveled to
the gulf in our country on an alter-
native spring break.

Called Rockets on the Road to Com-
passion, the University of Toledo’s al-
ternative spring break directed the ef-
forts of over 200 Americans in helping
the hurricane-ravaged areas of the gulf.
To learn more about what they did and
are doing, go to the Web site
www.UTalternative springbreak.
utoledo.edu. I will keep repeating that
tonight.

From March 3 through March 11,
these magnificent Americans traveled
to Florida, Louisiana, Alabama, Texas,
Mississippi, and Georgia. The UT chap-
ter of Campus Crusade for Christ sent
656 students to Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi, where Katrina’s eye made
landfall.

The UT’s Catholic Student Associa-
tion sent 20 students to help build
homes in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.
Donovan Nichols, a University of To-
ledo graduate student and AmeriCorps
VISTA volunteer, led coordination ef-
forts for 104 participants spread across
five locations devastated by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita: Bay St. Louis, Mis-
sissippi; Bayou LaBatre, Alabama; Or-
ange, Texas; Lake Charles; as well as
Metairie in Louisiana.

Organizers and chaperones included
Dr. Celia Regimbal, tenured University
of Toledo professor in health sciences,
and Reverend Dee Baker, the director
of the Toledo Campus Ministry on the
campus. America thanks all of them.

The world can learn more about their
journey by looking at their Web site,
www.utalternative springbreak.
utoledo.edu. Some of the hundreds and
thousands and stories from the gulf are
reflected by what they did.

We recall with them the words:
America is only as great as she is good.
I know that their goal is to help follow
through on this journey, to tell other
Americans what happened so they can
follow suit and to help us as we con-
tinue relating to these communities.

Let me just read some of the excerpts
on this blog. From Dr. Celia Regimbal,
University of Toledo professor, as-
signed to Bay St. Louis, Mississippi.
She says, it has taken 21 of us 3 days to
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remove siding and get felt paper up.
How long would it take one person?
How long would it take to replace your
neighborhood?

There is not a house in Bay St. Louis
and Waveland that has not suffered
some damage. We are guessing that 30
percent of the homes are totally gone.
It will take years to rebuild the coast.
We cannot forget that the folks here
will continue to need our help.

Terrance Teagarden, who was as-
signed to New Orleans, wrote: between
the two crews we have got operating
right now down here, we look to have
two houses gutted and a decent start
on two more. Three houses gutted by
crews of about 10 in 4 days’ time. At
this rate, he says, it will take years to
get things back to normal here.

I saw President Bush and his escort
fly over on a helicopter yesterday
morning before we began our work. I
heard the President say at a press con-
ference awhile back he would love to
bring his family here. Not in this con-
dition he would not. Mr. President, he
says, please come down to the 9th Ward
and work with us, or any crew of volun-
teers for one day. I guarantee you will
think differently of the progress made.

Then the young man says, honestly,
pointing fingers will not help anyone
anymore right now. We need thou-
sands, droves, of Americans staying in
tents and parks and churches all over
the gulf region just helping to gut, pre-
pare for inspection, and rebuild houses.

Through all of this, it has been the
efforts of grass-roots organizations
that have really gotten things done.
Right now there is a need for play-
ground items such as Hula-Hoops,
balls. Schools and churches also need
supplies to rebuild.

Donovan Nichols, who was assigned
to Lake Charles, Louisiana, said, prior
to Hurricane Rita, this town of Cam-
eron had a population of roughly 2,000
people clinging to the edge of the Gulf
of Mexico. Now, aside from relief work-
ers, the community is deserted. While
working on the roof at the house in
Starks, two separate individuals
dropped by asking us for help.

They described how they were not el-
igible for any FEMA money, but they
really needed help. They sent them to
some local churches for help.

Mary Ellen Edwards in Bay St.
Louis, Mississippi, says: our group here
in Bay St. Louis spent part of yester-
day and today helping a family of five
who were trying to get their uninhabit-
able house cleaned up.

Madam Speaker, I know my time is
expired, but I would like to place all of
the remarks in the RECORD and ask the
American people to look at
www.utalternative springbreak.
utoledo.edu Please help Ohioans re-
build the gulf.

Today we also helped out the whole com-
munity by cleaning the debris off of the beach.
The community gets a reduction in the loans
it has gotten from FEMA to help out the peo-
ple in Hancock County for each hour of work
volunteers do in beach clean up. Celia Re-
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gimbal set this up through the environmental
staff person from Congressman GENE TAY-
LOR’s office.

If the role of the government is to provide
for the common good, the Federal Govern-
ment just cannot seem to get much of a han-
dle on this problem. Perhaps it is too worried
about the media spin, its image, and pointing
fingers than really working on solving the
problem.

Imagine, by Neda Archie in Bay St. Louis,
Mississippi:

Actually seeing the devastation has hum-
bled me. The first day we drove through
town I had no words. I felt every emotion
possible to feel therefore I just looked with a
kind of blank stare in disbelief. You don’t
know anything until you actually see it with
your own eyes.

Imagine what is now trash and rubble used
to be your prized possessions, your family
photographs, your favorite pair of shoes, an
old staircase from the house your family
grew up in, and not your roof but your neigh-
bors roof. Imagine trying to salvage and dry
out a little piece of your life that existed be-
fore the devastation.

Imagine your schools you graduated from,
the bridges you used to cross, the trees you
used to climb, and the flowers that used to
bloom are non-existent. Imagine losing some
of your friends and loved ones. Imagine 75
percent of your town is gone.

Reflections by Danselle in Bay St. Louis,
Mississippi:

These past few days have taught us all a
valuable lesson, humility. This street was
once where beach houses, mansions, and
beautiful summer homes once dwelled. Now
there’s nothing but the Gulf. I expected to
come down here and see at least a house fix-
ture, but that’s barely possible even 6
months later.

Most of the homes have been here for over
100 years, passed down through generations.
These homes are extremely too expensive to
replace, so most people have to settle with a
home that’s a lot cheaper.

The residents here in Bay St. Louis have
experienced the absolute worst in wind dam-
age, and were basically forgotten all about.
We have been described as elephant biters.
Katrina was like a big elephant dropped onto
the entire coast, and we are here to bite
chunks out of this elephant until it’s com-
pletely gone.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to persons
outside the Chamber.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
IRAQ WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, this
weekend will mark the third anniver-
sary of the Iraq war, and I am still
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